Media Release

20th April 2011 
An Taoiseach and Government Ministers Support Job Shadow Initiative 2011

IASE is delighted to announce the significant level of support received to date from the current Government for the National Supported Employment Week and Job Shadow Initiative which take place this week (18-22 April). In particular, IASE are delighted that An Taoiseach Mr Enda Kenny TD is supporting the Job Shadow Initiative by hosting a person with a disability at the Department of An Taoiseach and will meet with members of the IASE Board and Job Shadow Participants in Government Buildings this Wednesday, 20th April 2011.

The IASE is extremely pleased to have the full support of Minister for Social Protection Ms Joan Burton TD who has responsibility for the National Supported Employment Programme administered by FAS. Ms Burton is showing her commitment and belief in this very positive National Initiative by participating in the Job Shadow Day by hosting the individual who won the Employee of the Year at the IASE National Best Practice Awards earlier this year. Ms Burton will be shadowed by this gentleman as she goes about her daily Ministerial duties. Ms Burton will also be meeting with Board members from IASE and Job Shadow Participants in Government Buildings this Wednesday.

The Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, Mr Phil Hogan TD launched the National Supported Employment Week on Monday in Kilkenny and the IASE is extremely grateful to him and his Department for their support of this Initiative.

The IASE has over the past year benefited from the commitment, expertise and full support of their Patron, Sean Gallagher, who is also a Board member of FAS and is extremely committed to ensuring that all people with disability have equal access to Supported Employment and is very committed to the work of IASE. He said: "Job Shadow is a very real opportunity for job seekers with disabilities to sample the world of work and for employers to see their abilities as well as the challenges they face in everyday life". 

This Wednesday, hundreds of people with a disability throughout Ireland will be afforded an opportunity to shadow a workplace mentor as he or she goes through a normal working day at hundreds of employment sites.

Over the past 3 years the Job Shadow Initiative has proved extremely beneficial on many fronts and it has broken down barriers and fears which employers have  had in facilitating the inclusion of people with disabilities in the workforce. It has also opened up hundreds of employment sites to individuals with a disability and promoted the principles of equality and inclusion in employment recruitment policy and practice. The Job Shadow Day has also been successful in raising awareness among employers of an untapped pool of people with a huge range of abilities and an appetite for work.

IASE Chairperson Teresa Mallon says: “National Job Shadow Day has been extremely positive over the past four years in promoting the principles of equality and inclusion in recruitment policy and practice and there is a genuine appetite among employers to support positive initiatives for people with disabilities like  Job Shadow Day. It is also an excellent means of breaking down barriers and addressing fears that employers may have in facilitating the inclusion of people with a disability into the work force. We want to build on the strengths of the 2010 initiative and build an even greater awareness of the significance of equal employment opportunities for the lives of people with disabilities in Ireland”.
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