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“ Celebration – Collaboration – Consolidation”  
 

In 2004 both the Irish Association of Supported Employment and the Northern Irish 
Union of Supported Employment are celebrating their 10th Anniversary of 
promoting Supported Employment for people with disabilities throughout the island 
of Ireland. This Conference is an opportunity to bring these two organisations 
together to host a joint conference which looks at – Celebration, Collaboration, 
Consolidation.  

 

In today’s rapidly changing economic and social environment this conference will 
provide a forum from which organisations and practitioners can develop the 
partnerships needed to enable Supported Employment to move from strength to 
strength.  
 

Conference delegates will have the opportunity to listen to inspirational 
presentations by internationally recognized speakers including Christy Lynch, 
David Mank, Jo Ann Simons and Monica Wilson and to also participate in 
interactive workshops. 
 

CELEBRATION 
The Conference will open with a morning of celebration presented by leading 
figures and groundbreaking practitioners from across the world.  These sessions 
are designed not only to celebrate Supported Employment but to challenge current 
practice in today’s climate. 

     
 Guildhall, L/Derry    St Eunans Cathedral,  

       Letterkenny 
 

COLLABORATION 
The afternoon of the first day will concentrate on collaboration and working 
together. It will focus on joint working and the partnerships that are essential to the 
delivery of high quality Supported Employment services.  We will hear from 
presenters representing all perspectives of Supported Employment.  

 

CONSOLIDATION 
Realising the last day of any conference is often tough for everyone, we have 
therefore planned a day with an energetic mix of learning and discussion.  
Thought-provoking topics will be explored in a relaxed and easy learning 
environment. 
 



PARALLEL S ESSIONS 
Conference delegates will have an opportunity to attend three Parallel Sessions 
over the two days. In the Parallel Sessions delegates can select from two formats:  
 
Presentations 
Key Speakers will present each day outlining their wealth of experiences and 
knowledge providing delegates an opportunity to learn and explore models and 
mechanisms to promote good practice in Supported Employment. There will be an 
opportunity for delegates to pose questions after each presentation.  

 
Workshops 
Delegates will be able to play an interactive role in the Workshops, sharing their 
skills and knowledge and also highlighting common issues regarding Supported 
Employment.    
    
CONFERENCE DINNER 
The conference dinner will be an opportunity to network and meet with speakers 
and fellow delegates for a relaxing, informal dinner and to take it easy after the first 
day of the conference. The Mindbenders will provide the entertainment ranging 
from 60s classics and through the decades to current pop favourites. As tradition 
goes, a sing-song will also follow, so bring a musical instrument and join in!!!!  
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PARTICIPANTS 
The conference is open to all and is targeted at Service Providers, Practitioners, 
Service Users, Parents/Carers, Teachers, Professionals and Managers from both 
the Voluntary and Statutory sectors involved in education, vocational training, 
employment and service delivery for people with disabilities.  

 
VENUE ± LETTERKENNY, CO DONEGAL 

 
The 10th Anniversary Joint Conference will be held in the Holiday Inn, Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal on 18th and 19th November 2004. Letterkenny is Donegal's principle 
town with a relaxed ambience, a wealth of accommodation, and an abundance of 
restaurants, pubs and craic. As Letterkenny lies just 20 minutes from Northern 
Ireland, it is easily accessed from both north and south. 

 



CONFERENCE PROGRAMME – DAY ONE 
 

Wednesday 17 November 2004  
5.00pm – 7.00pm Early Registration - Holiday Inn Hotel, Letterkenny 
 

Thursday 18 November 2004 
 

9.00am Registration 
10.00am Welcome & Introduction 

Margaret Haddock (NIUSE) & Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (IASE)- 
Conference Chairpersons 

10.15am OFFICIAL OPENING 
10.30am Keynote Presentation - David Mank   

“Going Back to my Roots” Back to the True Supported 
Employment Model 

11.15am Tea/Coffee 
11.45am PARALLEL SESSION I 
Presentation A “Schools Out” -Transition: Working in Partnership with parents 

during the Transition Process. (Learning Disability) 
Presentation B “Money’s Too Tight to Mention” - Commissioning Supported 

Employment Services – A Partnership Approach.  
Workshop C “No Frontiers” - Employment opportunities for people with Mental 

Health Needs – A Cross Border Partnership.   
Workshop D “The Only Way is Up” – Raising the Standards. A look at 

implementing Quality Standards across Supported 
Employment. 

Workshop E “We Can Work it Out” – Employers. Bringing employers (North 
& South) together to discuss the impact of Supported 
Employment within businesses.  

1.00pm Lunch 
2.00pm Keynote Presentation - Monica Wilson and Christy Lynch  

“Celebration” - 10 years On - Past, Present & Future. 
3.15pm Tea/Coffee 
3.45pm PARALLEL SESSION II 
Presentation A “Moving on Up” – Issues facing people with disabilities in 

Transition. (Pan Disability) 
Presentation B “My Way” – An Interview with people with disabilities outlining 

their experiences of getting a job through Supported 
Employment.  

Workshop C “Its My Life” – Good Practice in Person Centred Planning 
Workshop D “Take a Chance on Me” – Working with Employers. Issues 

around Supported Employment for people with mental health 
difficulties.  

Workshop E “Don’t Stop me Now” - Issues on Supported Employment for 
people with sensory impairment.   

5.00pm Close 
7.30pm CONFERENCE DINNER 



CONFERENCE PROGRAMME – DAY TWO 
 

Friday 19 November 2004 
 

9.30am Overview of Day Two  
Margaret Haddock (NIUSE) & Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (IASE) 

10.00am Keynote Presentation ± Angela Kerins 
“All Together Nowª ± Bringing key stakeholders together to plan 
for the future.  

10.45am Tea/Coffee 
11.15am PARALLEL SESSION III 
Presentation A ªLet's Workº ±Techniques in Marketing & Job Finding in 

Supported Employment. (Pan Disability) 
Presentation B ªStand By Meº ± Making Supported Employment accessible for 

people with complex needs.  
Workshop C ªAll Kinds of Everythingº ± Training techniques for Practitioners 

in the field of Supported Employment. (Pan Disability) 
Workshop D ªFight for Your Rightº ± Service Users Forum. Involving people 

with disabilities in the planning of future services. (Pan Disability) 
Workshop E ªKnowing Me, Knowing Youº ± How to engage and influence 

Policy Makers. 
12.30pm Presentation - Monica Wilson  

ªThe Best is Yet to Comeº ± The future of Supported 
Employment in Europe.  

12.45pm Closing Remarks ±  
Margaret Haddock (NIUSE) & Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (IASE) 

1.00pm Lunch 
 
 

It may be necessary for reasons beyond the control of the IASE and NIUSE to 
change the content/timing of the programme and/or speakers. 
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Conference Brochures and Booking Forms are also available on request in Large 
Print, Braille, Audio Cassette and Computer Disc. 

 
 
 



DELEGATE FEE 
The cost for attending the Conference is:  

 
IASE/NIUSE Members  200 Euros  140 Sterling 
Non-Members    220 Euros  160 Sterling 
Discounted Rates  100 Euros   70 Sterling 

 
This price includes all presentations, workshops, lunches, coffees, reception, and 
the Conference dinner. 
Discounted rates are for those in receipt of Social Security/Welfare Benefits or 
unemployed. 
To reserve your place please complete enclosed booking form and return by Friday 
5 November 2004 with full payment to: 
 

Susan Harkin, Conference Secretariat, NIUSE,  
58 Strand Road, Derry, Co Londonderry, BT48 7AJ Northern Ireland  

Tel: +44 (0) 28 71 377709 Fax: +44 (0) 28 71 360125  
Email: info@niuse.org.uk 

 
TRAVEL - GETTING THERE 

By Road: 
From Belfast: take the M2 and follow signs for Derry/Londonderry. Cross over the 
Foyle Bridge and follow signs for Letterkenny. At the Dry Arch Roundabout take 
the 2nd left exit. The hotel is immediately on the left. 

From Dublin: take the N2 through Monaghan, Omagh & Lifford and follow signs 
for Letterkenny. At the Dry Arch Roundabout take the 2nd left exit. The hotel is 
immediately on the left.  

By Air:  
·  Belfast International Airport - Distance: 80 miles / 128km 
·  Belfast City Airport - Distance: 93 miles / 149km 
·  City of Derry Airport - Distance: 20 miles / 32km 
·  Donegal Airport - Distance: 40 miles / 64km 

 
By Sea: Ireland is served by car ferry to Dublin, Dun Laoghaire,  
Belfast, Larne, Rosslare and Cork.  

 
Further Information 
Should you require any further information on any aspect of the Conference 
the please contact: 

Susan Harkin, Conference Secretariat, NIUSE,  
58 Strand Road, Derry, Co Londonderry, BT48 7AJ Northern Ireland  

Tel: +44 (0) 28 71 377709 Fax: +44 (0) 28 71 360125  
Textphone: +44 (0) 28 71 372077 Email: info@niuse.org.uk 

 
 



 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 

The Holiday Inn Hotel, Letterkenny, Co Donegal is pleased to offer a discounted 
accommodation rate for conference delegates: 
 
Single Room per night:   60 Euros 
Double/Twin Room per night:  50 Euros (per person sharing) 
This is based on a Bed & Breakfast rate and includes full use of leisure facilities.  
 
Accommodation reservations should be made by contacting the Hotel Reservation 
Department: 
Tel: + 353 74 9124369    Email: info@holidayinnletterkenny.net 
 
To avail of these rates please quote Reservation Number 1128 at time of booking. 
 
Alternative hotels located a short distance from the Conference Venue:   
 
Mount Errigal Hotel 
Letterkenny 
Tel: + 353 (0) 74 91 22700 Fax: + 353 (0) 74 91 25085 
Email: info@mounterrigal.com Web: www.mounterrigal.com 
 
Single Room per night:  63 Euros 
Double/Twin Room per night: 56 Euros (per person sharing) 
This is based on a Bed & Breakfast rate.  
 
Radisson SAS Hotel 
Letterkenny 
Tel: + 353 (0) 74 91 94444 Fax: + 353 (0) 74 91 94455 
Web: www.radissonSAS.com 
 
Single Room per night:  79 Euros 
Double/Twin Room per night: 105 Euros per room 
This is based on a Bed & Breakfast rate and includes full use of leisure facilities.  

 
Alternatively a range of local accommodation is available by contacting the 
Letterkenny Tourist Office:   
Tel: + 353 74 9121160       
Email: donegaltourism@eircom.net     
Website: www.irelandnorthwest.ie  
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This conference has been jointly organised by: 
 
 
 

THE IRISH ASSOCIATION OF SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT  
 

Muing 
Belmullet 
Co Mayo 
Ireland 
Tel: + 353 97 82894  
Fax: + 353 97 82895 
Email: iase@iol.ie 

 
 

The Irish Association of Supported Employment is supported by the 
Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs. 

 
 

& 
 
 

THE NORTHERN IRELAND UNION OF SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT 
       

58 Strand Road 
      Derry Co Londonderry 
      BT48 7AJ 
      Tel: +44 (0) 28 71 377709 
      Fax: +44 (0) 28 71 360125 
      Textphone: +44 (0) 28 71 372077 
       Email: info@niuse.org.uk 
 
 

 

      
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
While every effort has been made to ensure the safety of all delegates, the 

organizing committee cannot be held responsible and/or liable for any 
personal accident, loss or damage to private property of those attending 

during the conference. 


